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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING FOR AUGUST 18, 
1975: 


I HAVE NO SPECIFIC ANNOUNCEMENTS. HOWEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO 
SAY A WORD ABOUT THE DEATH OF SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN. 

OVER THE WEEKEND WE HAD SEVERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DEATH 
OF FORMER PRESIDENT SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN OF BANGLADESH. 
ON FRIDAY WE HAD ONLY RECEIVED UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF HIS 
DEATH. NOW THAT THOSE REPORTS HAVE BEEN VERIFIED, I WOULD 
LIKE TO STATE THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT REGRETS 
THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT MUJIBUR RAHMAN AND OF MEMBERS OF 
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HIS FAMILY. UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP BANGLADESH HAD ESTABLISHED 
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CLOSE COOPERATIVE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, AND 
HIS DEATH IS LAMENTED BY HIS MANY FRIENDS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Q. IS THIS THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN OR DR. KISSINGER? 

A. STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE 
SECRETARY, OF COURSE. 

Q. HAVE YOU GOT ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING 
RECOGNITION OF THE NEW ORDER IN BANGLADESH? 

A. WELL, OVER THE WEEKEND WE RECEIVED A CIRCULAR NOTE 
FROM THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF BANGLADESH INFORMING US OF 
BANGLADESH’S INTENTION TO ADHERE TO THE PRINCIPLES 
GOVERNING CONDUCT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN NATIONS. OUR 
EMBASSY IN DACCA WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGING THIS EXPRESSION OF 
INTENTION. AS I MENTIONED ON FRIDAY, WE EXPECT TO 
CONTINUE TO CONDUCT NORMAL BUSINESS WITH THE BANGLADESH 
GOVERNMENT. 

Q. SO THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION DOES NOT ARISE? 

A. THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION HAS NOT SPECIFICALLY 
ARISEN, NO. 

Q. AS WE ALL KNOW, BANGLADESH NEEDS GREAT AID FROM OTHER 
COUNTRIES. DO YOU KNOW IF THE UNITED STATES INTENDS TO 
INCREASE ITS AID TO BANGLADESH NOW THAT A REPUTEDLY 
PRO-U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN OVER? 

A. I DON'T HAVE THE SPECIFIC FIGURES IN FRONT OF ME, 

BUT WE HAVE BEEN GRANTING SUBSTANTIAL ASSISTANCE TO THIS 
GOVERNMENT, AND WE WILL BE CONTINUING TO GRANT AID. SISCO 
UNQTE KISSINGER 
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